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hit enetniei with pity or iadiSerence alone, 
he embracet, with tbe warmest emotions 
of a thankful heart, those friends of vir- 
tue and humanity, those advocates for a 
" Free Press" " and a Free Conscience" to 
whom he tenders this tribute of his over- 
flowing gratitude. 

He proposes immediately to return, in 
person, the VfUts of all, whose society 
bas soothed the hours of his cunfinemeot. 
So very numerous, however, are these debts 
(and he is proud to acksowledge their 
number,} and so pressing the avocations 
of his trade, that he must necessarily rely 
upon the candour of bis friends, for ex- 



cusing fait apparent tardiaett, in tome few 
instances. 

To relieve (lit grateful feeljngs frosi 
the obligations of courtesy, is at present 
bis chief aniiety. But to remember and 
dwell upon t)ie numberless favours and 
beaefi;s which a considerate and kind- 
hearted people have seasonably bestowed 
upon him, at a tryiqg period, shall ever 
rank amongst his sovereign duties and 
sweetest pleasure, whih>t memory thalt 
endtire, or life be prolonged by hit tritljr 
Merciful Creator. 

Thursdav, October 20, 1S14> 



MONTHI.Y RETROSPECT OF POUT^CS, 



OF the following word* in the 
chronological table of remarlc 
able events, posterity, and perhaps 
posterity alone, will form a just 
judgment. '' The open city of 
Washington, the seat of the Ameri- 
can government, and centre of the 
Union, was taken, burned, and des- 
troyed, by British forces on the 24tb 
August, isii." 

This event, which on one side of 
the Atlantic is denominated <' a 
most brilliant dash," and on the other 
side, a specitnen of " British buc- 
caniering," took place in conse- 
quence of about 6000 men disem- 
barking from tbe British fleet, mak- 
ing a rapid march to tbe city, after 
encountering a short resistance ai 
Bladeosburg from an American army 
of about 8000 men, mijitia, volun- 
teers, and regulars, hasty in their 
assemblage, and scarcely assuming 
any military character. The Brit- 
ish force entered the city of Wash- 
ington on the evening of the 24th, 
completely destroyed every public 
edifice, and public property (»f all 
kinds, with several other buildings 
not connected with the purposes of 
war, and on the night ioamediately 
following, founii it expedient U> 



inske an equally expeditious retreat, 
leaving many of their wounded be- 
hind, where the previous action bad 
been fought, recommending them, 
in due form, and " good set terms/* 
to the agency for prisoners, and to 
the hospitality of the enemy. 

This brilliant coup de-main, or 
" nine days wonder," is a stroke that 
»ill either shiver the United State* 
into separate pieces, or weld the 
whole more completely into one 
mass, giving new velocity to the 
inert quantity of matter, andincreaf< 
ing both the moral and physical mo- 
mentum. Names are things ; and 
often may be said to have a virtue 
in them which generates a progeny 
of great and heroic actions In the 
very name of their city, Romulus 
continued to excite his countrymen 
to that valour which was made sy- 
nonymous with virtue, in the lan- 
guage of the rising republic sur- 
rounded by enemies. Rome, Rome, 
perpetually reminded them to be 
strong in action, as Huma was still a 
present deity in the union of their 
councils as to foreign alBiirs, and in 
the wisdom of their domestic Vxiss, 
The city of Waihingtou will quick* 
ly riserrespiendeal from its asbesj at 
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Ro«M frequently- did, if the Ameri- 
cans make use of the name ol their 
ca^a) city, as no doubt it was first 
iniferidtd, to recall la every iryiiig 
exigence of public aflairs, the caiqi 
intrepidity, the heroic perseverance, 
and the final success of the great 
foanderof tbe union and stablisher 
of the state. 

" A? word's enough to raise man- 
kind to kill." Are there iioi words 
of power to incite luankind lo the 
defence of theif dearest riyius r 
The words, Washiw^ton, aiui tiie 
Capitol, and the Tiber, if good for 
any thing, are dedicated to roi;ae 
grand recoliectioiis, ei) dr<teiid the 
heart, and not les:> to sweil and har- 
den the inoscies. If there be no he- 
roism awakened by such words in 
th^ hour of danger, they will be 
cast against them in most bitter i- 
rony, and if 'hej' do possess their 
proper and natural t-tject and intlu- 
ence, the damage done on the coast 
will be deemed of little more conse^ 
quince than sm'^eing the sea-board 
of the cuotineni, the iiiargin and 
selvage of the American Union, 

We know not how t;ii such a 
system of buniing ai)d dtvasiation 
would be recognized by the general 
congress in Europe, but we are in- 
clined 10 think that the (-onlliigra- 
tion of buildings not dedicated lo 
the purposes ol war, mi>ie than St. 
Stephen's Chapel, or Carliun-House, 
is as little recuiicileable lo the law 
ol civilized nations, as tiie destruc- 
tion of numerous storehouses, some 
containing 2,500 hogsheads of to- 
bacco, the bombarding of villages 
(as of tjionijigton) and the covering 
the escape of refugee negroes. This 
tobacco campaign upon the coast of 
Virginia, aad all this devastation of 
private pr; perty and open villages, 
are said to be retaliating upon the 
alarm spread through the blockading 
fleet by the American torpedoes ; 
butit is hard to say, why the tor- 



pedoes under water should be more 
illegitimate in military usage, than 
the flight of Congrcve rockets, first 
through the air, a!>d then through the 
ranks of the enemy. 

" Captain H.irdy assured the gen- 
tlemen who accompaaied the flag, 
that this expeuition" viz. against 
Sionington, " was the most unplea- 
sant service he had ever been em- 
ployed on," and, indeed, it is no 
matter of surprize that these minis- 
terial orders to ravage, and devastate 
in a sort oi Indian rather than Euro- 
pean warfare, and, as it were, to 
set about 4caiiyu'«g the country, it is 
not wondevtui that slich services 
should be grating to the feelings of 
a liberal officer. But it is strange 
that instead of improving the abo. 
riginal manners of the Western 
world, and introducing a more gen- 
erous and open m!nie of warfare, 
the Europeans themselves degener- 
ate to the savagery of the priinitire 
inhabitants, and the practice of Cor- 
tt-is and Pizairo is siiil reprobated 
in history, and too much copied in 
fact. 

The government of tbe United 
States have been certaiuly very re- 
miss in not having been better pre- 
pared for resisting such an attack 
upon their capital, but the fault rests 
most probably u» that want of mili- 
tary assimtlation which is the con- 
setjueiice of militia and volunteers 
acting along with regulars, and 
which will gradually, assume an unity 
oi character, should the war be of 
any long coniiouance. The .severe 
fi;^hting in the frontiers of Canada 
proves, that in t»o loug space of 
time, the American army can assume 
the military character. At the bat- 
tle of Chipawa, out of three thou- 
sand British, there were lost 878 in 
killed, wounded, missing, and pri- 
soners, the IJrst and second in com- 
mand on both sides being severely 
nouaded, and at the assault made 
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Upon Fort Erie the amouat of the 
loss' was nearly 1000. 

iivery endeavour, no doubt, will 
be made to break the American u- 
nion, and to separate the Eastern 
from the Southern stales. The island 
cif Mantucket, f>rining part of the 
state of Massachusets, has been de 
dared neutral, by an arrangement 
Concluded with the authorities of 
the pUce, who have given up all 
the government property to the Brit- 
ish ; and this appears a preparative 
for occasioning a schism un their 
continent, and a signal set up, for 
the civil war of the federalist and 
anti-federaliu parties; the former 
endeavouring to accomplish their 
purposes by invectives against the 
inertness, inattention, and iocapa- 
city of the executive government, 
and the latter obliged to recur to 
the necessity of a loan from some 
of the European governmeais to en- 
able theoi to carry on the war. But 
it has been observed that the ener- 
gies called forth by intestine broils, 
have often, if united by a sense of 
comrooQ danger, or patriotic feel- 
ings, enabled a country to triumph 
over enemies, whose power its ordi- 
nary strength might not have been 
able to withstand, and in this second 
war tor their liberty, the Americans 
will Gad the necessity of resigning 
for a time their personal for their 
public independence, their civil 
rights for martial duties, and the for- 
mation of a raili'ary establishment 
complete and uniform in all its 
pans. 

To organize such a political schism 
even in time of war (and much more 
NO in time of peace,] appears con- 
trary to that system of open and gen- 
erous hostility, which should take 
place among civilized governments ; 
Hnd even although such attempts to 
break asunder the American union 
should not be considered as dishon- 
ourable, it is a matter of great 

■ ELFAST MAG. NO. LXXV« 



doubt whether such separation wojld 
contribute to the interejts of 'Jieat 
Britain. It appears plainly that a 
new system is about to prevail in 
the ditierent governments of Europe 
in favour of the freedom of com- 
merce atid the rights of maritime 
nations. An universal maritime 
monarchy will become as odious and 
Oppressive as the tyranny which late- 
ly enslaved the conliiieiit, unless 
nations shall unite tr: establish an 
equilibrium on the sea as well as on 
the land. The congress at Vienna 
will probably decide the snli^nct of 
neutral rights, along with tUe ques- 
tion of maritime superiority, and if 
France (now a subordinate power) 
begins already to agitate this import- 
ant question, it is probably with the 
connivance and through the sug- 
gestion of Russia, whose interests 
are certainly connected very inti- 
mately with those of the American 
States. 

On the whole, we view with deep 
regret the civ'il warfare in which 
Britain is now eii£;agei|, with a kiii' 
died people, kindred in their hm- 
guage, in their mental and physical 
energies, .ind in short, our breihrrn 
uiiiler a ditierent climaie We can- 
not bring our Judsfmeiits and our 
feelings to such military discipline, 
as at the uord of ministerial com- 
mand to wheel about fi'o!u alfcctiuii 
to antipathy ; to carry on, at one 
month, the must amicable correspon- 
dence, and at the next, to devote 
the whole country to pillage, to 
devastation, and to the destroying 
flames, because the jiirins of both 
nations have not yet been able to 
contrive a sUiiiuiary mode of dis- 
tinguishing British atid American 
seamen, or to ilraw the proper prac> 
tical line between native snbjects, 
and those uaiuradsed. 

It is the hope oi all Europe, that 
the subject of neutral rights, and 
the qae^tioo of OMkrituAC prepoudcr.i 

B r 
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ance nill be settled in the ensuing 
congress. Never, in ancient or in 
modern iiislory. did so grand an op- 
portunity occur, not only of healing 
the wounds of mankind, yet sulTer- 
irig from such protracted war, but 
to uiedicine also for the future, and 
to settle finally, in thi« great eu- 

BOPEAN REPBESENTATIVE AUTHORITY, 

the true grounds and boundaries of 
international law, so as to be recog- 
nized and guaranteed by supreme 
power; not merely to terminate war 
by an armed truce, but to perpetu- 
ate peace, by a just solution of those 
ambiguous questions, that are always 
lying in wait to spring forth like 
tigers from their den, and serve as 
pretences for renewed hostility. The 
conquest of Bonaparte is but half 
the work which the sovereigns of 
Europe have to perlonn. Their 
greater and more glorious labour 
still remains. It is to confine and 
restrain, nor merely the person of 
Bonaparte, but to prevent his catch- 
ing spirit from again ranging a- 
broad, from migrating into the coun- 
cils of other countries. It is to sub- 
stitute in place of a disposition to 
military adventure, a I'etermiiiation 
to mercantile adventure, and com- 
mercial correspondence throughout 
the nations of Europe, and to dis- 
courage and keep down, by the per- 
manent alliance of sovereign power, 
tlie Bonapartisni of monopoly, in 
any of the great concerns of man- 
kind, the common elements of hu- 
man happiness. For as the air be- 
comes, without motion and' activUv, 
poisonous; and water corrupts ; and 
earth turns effete ; and fire becomes 
latent; so human nature, in all its 
best capabilities, stagnates into the 
worst uses, or rather abases, under 
tbe reign, or rathei rtespoiism, either 
of military or of commercial mo- 
nopoly. 

Napoleon only trod the old Appian 
way to uDiversal dooiitiion by toree 



of arms, and, you had his *oTd for 
it, that after having attained that 
dominion, be would have renovated, 
and reformed human atfairs for hu- 
man happiness ; but, to solve tbe 
inestimable problem which is to 
make government, not only consis- 
tent with, but promotive of tbe per- 
fection of public rights and liber- 
ties ; to cut this gordian knot, no, 
not t6 cut it by the sword, like the 
first Alexander, bvit to unloose the 
difSculty, inextricable in former 
hands, by dexterity of mind, by 
political prescience, patient 'persever- 
ance, personal benevolence, and 
sovereign power, this, this consom- 
mation of glory, greater far than 
tbe victories Of iVIarengo, or Au$t«r« 
litz, or Jena, greater still than the 
tvoph'ks gained at Leipsic or at Paris, 
*ill, Wre trust, be d6uomprished by 
a greater Alexander, and Europe 
will again he delivered from tbA dis- 
mal prospect of military <iespoti«in, 
by a revolution from tbe North. 

The reinstatement of Potafid ; the 
demarcation of German States, found- 
ed on the natural interests of the 
people ; ihe new appropriation of 
th* greatest part of Italy ; the res- 
pective limits of frontiers, arid tbe 
irew \/br»4 which is to be given to 
Europe ; great objects, and ultimate 
as they hiay seem, are butministrant 
to those fundamental principles 
«irhich ought to fix that fonn in the 
establishment of the rights of na- 
tions and of states; which ought to 
lay down for futurity such a politi- 
cal and moral map (why are not 
these words made synonymous.') so 
well discriminated, and so maturely 
digested, as would re^ue Europe 
from the overhanging dread of in- 
cessant revolutions, and by organis- 
ing a grand conflitutional code for 
the general Eurpean weal, as has 
been hitherto imperfectly done in 
particular countries, to assimilate 
the vihole by tbe efficacy «>f law* 
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QDiversally recognized ; to educate 
nations, as individuals, by UoUliiig 
up the perfection of human reason, 
from the Sinai of the assembled con- 
grej«, and ig ratify ihe bases uf the 
great European Republic, a:ni<lat 
tAe thunder of its kings. Such a 
summary of principles, such an 
European charter, the subject uf uN 
timate appeal either in peace, or in 
var, wo.ild advance mankind in 
tbeir high destination, and by its 
re-action on particular countries, 
Vould carry the energy and etlicacy 
of justice ialo thsir political cei^ono- 
aaies and municipal laws. 

Fortunate it is, thai the circum- 
ftaoces of human affairs have led tne 
principal potentates of Europe, lu 
^me out from that state of insula* 
tion, in which their minds may be 
said to have been held captive in 
their Ciipitals, and to expatiate in a 
knowledge and experience of the 
world. They now come out froiu 
their palace imprisonment, those 
streng holds against knowledge, from 
tbeir Capreas in which their ances- 
tors sequestered themselves in the 
lowest sensuality, to mix with their 
feliowsj and by this assoclatiuu with 
co'.ordinates, to mitigate and moder- 
ate regal self sufficiency, by sym- 
pathy with society, and by vulun- 
tariiy assuming the representative cha* 
racter. This representatioo u( the 
diSerent states, is to be made not so 
niiich by proxy, as in their own per- 
sons, assembled in, or close by tlie 
scene of deliberation ; and this de- 
liberation is to be grounded on the 
number of facts, or experiments 
>vhich the late history of Europe has 
alibrded, and which facts, and <:■*.- 
periiiients, it is now. fall time to ge- 
neralize. Thus to form, or to de- 
duce tht;refrora, a theory or system 
ol rules, which may advance the 
science of universal legislation, and 
thereby, accumalabe the measure of 
baman happiness. 



Governments have too long stood 
related to each other, as imtividuaU 
in a state of nature, that is, truly 
speaking, in a sava<^e state, in that 
state of war, or constant preparation 
fur war, generated by fear, suspicion, 
and vengeance, in the language of 
civilized baibarism, denominated 
just retaliation, and it is 0:1! v tiirongh 
the universal monarchy of a moral 
code, that the states of Europe, con- 
sidered hitherto in the lightof inimi- 
cal individuals, will ever continue, 
for any long portion of time, to cul- 
tivate the habitudes of peace and 
good noighl)ourhood. 

It is only such a paramount law, 
and gospel of justice, promulgated 
by the great ones of the earth, and 
guaranteed by their joint power, 
which can deliver E'jrope complete- 
ly from the dread uf Napoleoiiism, 
either on the land or on the ocean. 
It would make him, or others like 
him, entirely harmless, and totally 
cut uti'all intrigues with the bad 
passions and designs of men who 
live Uy military occupation. Na- 
poleon, in his present situation, is 
necessarily, and, on his part, involun- 
tarily, a nucleus of a new revolu. 
tion on the continent, and we think 
that nothing would be more wisely 
magnanimous than for the Congress, 
to follow their declaration of the 
rights of nature and of nations, and 
their armed association in defence 
of a just equilibrium of power in 
Europe, to follow this up with a de- 
liverance of this man from his iron 
cage of Elba. Nothing would be 
more politic than to attach him to a 
new country, to give him, we shall 
suppose, the sovereignity otPoUnd, 
and, thus, by interest, gratitude, and 
the mutable patriotism of a soldier, 
to wean him wholly from a people 
who really deserted him at his ut- 
most need, and unite him to a peo- 
ple who clung to him in the last ex- 
treme of mistortune, aad who would 
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rejoice to become once more a na- 
tion, at tbe same momtnt when their 
exiled fritnd, became once more a 
eovereign. 

We cannot coiiceire that such a 
man miulit not be made highly use- 
iiil in Europe, if Ins great talents 
were (jroperly apfjlicl, and we ihink 
that a desti nation of such talents to 
perpetual imprisonment, argues a 
fear and ax-iinsc:ousness of instabil- 
ity in the new orOer of things, which 
the assismblel potentates of Europe 
would lio .right to repel, I'liey 
ought to repel the guspicion, first by 
hanging foiih high over earth the 
golden scales of justice, and liberty 
civil and religious to mankind, and 
tlien addressing hhn in such a straiq 
of words as iMilion has usied, 

I " We know thy strength, and thou 

know'st onrs, 
Neither cur own, but given. What folly 

then 
To bpast what ntKi can do ? Since thine 

nq tnor^ 
Than heav'n permits, nor ours, though 

doubled now, 
Totrample thee as mire; for proof lookup. 
And read thy tot in yon celestial sign, 
"Whtre tbou art weigh'd, aud sbevim bow 

JrgU^,,bow fteik, 
If thou res'iit." — 

It is s Itappy change, that instead 
of divelting on what a poetic fiction 
has depuifiinated the pride, pomp, 
lind circuip&tances ol glorious vyar, 
the aiteuiion of most of the couo- 
tries of Europe seems to have turn* 
ed iu a. b!i:tier directipp, to the dis- 
<;u«si(>n and dettrminutipn of im- 
^yrtani questions in poiitual ^roiio- 
ipy, aniinaiional mind has been thus 
l^uu^ht into aciiuD, instead of ihink- 
iu^jiBd acting merely tbiou):h an 
ifulividual. Thus a Marshal ol 
Fiainc^ pow gives hi^ senliaients on 
the liberty of the prsss, and is op- 
posed tp tiiat censurate, which, ia 
France, (probably from the critical 
circuntsiantes of the country, apd 
{>articularly tbe " novitas regBi'''J 



but also in the Swiss cantons, in 
Hamburgh, &c. obliges all printers of 
newspapers, and other periodical 
publications to submit the articles 
intended to be printed to govern- 
ment inspectors, i4riihoQt whose per- 
mission they cannot be sent forth 
to the public, in Belgium, on the 
Contrary, under a decree of the So- 
vereign Prince of tbe Netherlands, 
all persons are at liberty to write and 
publish what they please withnut 
previous licence; but ihey do it on 
their own responsibility, and to 
make that more secure, writers as 
well as printers are required to put 
their names to what they publish. 
This is the case in these countries, 
but the doctrine of libel is excellent- 
ly comprised in a few words, which 
we have added as a note at the bot- 
tom of the page.* 

•Doctrine or i.iBEi.. Our boo)c:i teach 
us that whatever is cot agreeable to rea- 
son is not law, and that law is not only 
founded on reason, but is the very esterce 
of it. Thoughts are nut at our own dis- 
poi>al,3n4l hi/Wever they may be directed 
no criminalcy can attach, until they 're 
reduced to practice. Tli.-nforc, a libel 
Biustbe pntliehed. Although the publi- 
cation of a truth may occaMon ilUblood, 
and thereby cause a breach of the peace, 
yft the expoiittre of immoral or vifricus 
conduct must certainly do good by pre- 
venting evil toothers; and as vice ought 
to he eradicaitd and prevented by all pos- 
sible tneans, the exposure of it is not only 
lawful but duiiful. JhcrtjQre, a libel must be 
false. A falsehood may be published that im- 
plicates noiliiug either ridiculous cr crim- 
inal, and as such a publication cannot de- 
fame, it will not provoke revtiige. Tber^ 
forr, a libel must be scandalous. A false 
scandal may be published with a good in- 
tent, for the publisher may suppose it to 
be true, and, if so, he is not only free 
from criminality, but in tbe direct line of 
his duty. Thcnjore, a libel must be ma- 
licious. Reason, it appears, defines hbel 
to be a false, scandalous, and malicious 
publication ; and whenever there is a <le- 
fcct in any on* of these fourattributesi op 
libel is copuniiud. 
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However the different countries 
of Korope may contend, in the ab- 
stract, against mercantile monopol- 
ism, they, in general, seem to hare 
snbstituted to the war ol deadly wea- 
pons, the war ofprohibitory or what 
IS called pro;ecting duties, which 
v^ry tVequeiilly seem to be but cle- 
ver expedients for tasing i he com- 
forts and enjoyments of the com- 
munity at large, in order to benefit 
iotal or partial interests, infant 
manufactures, like nurseries of young 
trees, may be said to require the 
defensive paling of protecting duties, 
but a continued want of this kind, 
leads to a suspicion that the exist- 
ence of such forced establishments is 
very precarious, and, that not being 
able to meet competition abroad, 
they desire to possess at any rate, 
the monopoly at home, for competi* 
tiun atibrds the only certain test of 
the value, and improving value of 
any article of industry, whereas, mo- 
nopoly, as surely, tends to deterior- 
ate aiMl degrade it. It appears how- 
ever, that war itself with all its em- 
bargoes, and blockades, (like a burn- 
ing of the soil in agriculture) oper- 
ated as a stimulus and excitement 
to ntanufacturing industry opoo the 
continent, particularly in France, in 
various articles (250,000 worknaen 
being emp\oye<l in the article of 
cotton alone) and, that now, on the 



It is exclusively the province of the 
jury to find the libel; and in doing it 
they must find all the four facts uf false- 
hood, scandal, malice, and publication. 
Or that they must proooance. No Libel. 
Whether guilty, or not guilty, must be 
determinedby the jurors, and judge (who, 
»» his title implies, is the mere voice of 
the law) is bound by his oath to prooouuce 
the seoteoce of the law. The judge has 
no concern in determining the fact, that 
n the act, and the intent ; an action it a- 
ther guilty or innocent according to the 
intent, and as the jury must determine the 
SU'h, they are to decide the intent a* 
Well a< the act. 



arrival of peace, they wish in vain to 
set up for themselvei, if inundated 
by colonial goods and the manufac- 
tures of £n»land, unless taxes be im- 
posed equivalent to a prohibition. 
Labour is cheaper on the continent 
and the necessaries nf life more easi- 
ly provided, but in £ngland the ma- 
chinery multiplies the work, and 
may be said to add in lelinitely to 
the number of workmen, while great 
capital, long experience, and cheap- 
ness of fuel enables her to struggle 
with success in the market of the 
world, nntwiihstHndiiig be( accumu- 
lated public debt, and her conse- 
quent burthen of taxation. Maou- 
facinring industry is, bowever, fast 
diifusing itself throughnut the con- 
tinent of Europe, and Britian is a- 
larmed at the prospect of this gene- 
ral competition. Althoujjb the his- 
tory of her mercantile system, from 
the date of the navigation act (itself 
a prohibition) is a series of restric- 
tive and prohibitory laws, she now 
bitterly complains of France and 
Spain, adopting th« same system. 
She fears that, in the Congress, the 
great question of maritime rigfits 
will be openly and uheqivocally pro- 
nounced against her own interpre* 
tation, while the most important 
branches of her national niannfao 
tare are escl tided from France, from 
Spain, and other countries, by their 
domestic regulations. She fears that 
the monarchs of the land will estab- 
lish a system of republKanism up- 
on the ocean. Her ways and means 
exercise the most inventive powera- 
of the financier, tor taxation is comtt 
to that extent, that Idying on » 
new tax, occasion* a reduction of 
product of some of the old ones, nor 
isitintbe desiructioa, or burning, 
after the Napoleon fashion, the A- 
roerican property (perhaps we might 
call it in a grtat part, the Brititk 
property) by the I^itish themselves, 
thai 4he Dational expenditure will be 
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4imiaiihed, or tbe war come to any 
btapi^ terminatioa. 

^POfP the ooannenceiBegt of the 
''^j^si^ wUh France in 1793 to 
1812, Eogland has borrvwed five 
Huadred and seventy-five giillions, 
the biaTe interest on which, includ- 
ing that on the old debt and the 
wars contracted tince 1 81S, (ainount- 
i|)g t9 fifty-one million) exLends for 
one j/ear to niearly ninety millions, 
and if the ^jnerican war should con- 
tinue only for ^ye years, ministers 
mus>t borrow at least two hundred 
miilioqs i^re. Advanced duties 
paid by the Bast-India Company, 
and arrears of 4uties on bonded 
goq^s^ with the surplus said to be iu 
the treasury, will enable the minis- 
ter to goon for a little without re- 
curring to another loan, but a var 
carried on at three t,bousan<i qiiles 
distances must increase the national 
bprtheiis, while neither rent nor 
tax«»canbe paid wiihoul the im- 
pprtatioii of foreign corn bf prohibit' 
ed. The uhole cpuntry is in that 
sira.ifge conditici), that to protect the 
farmer, or mor^ truly speaking, to 
kec^ qp the rent-roil ol the landed 
interest, the price of agricultural 
product must be kept hij^b, and the 
cona»)inni(y swffer, notwilhslauding 
thesMp^r abundaoceuf the continent. 

In Irelqndj the war has been a 
most prufitable trade, and in fact, 
those tunuitoQs and uiiu^tural pro* 
fits, have ope^rated for maay years 
back,. as a. placebo, a compepsaiion 
for the Icjjts of all political coiise- 
qt(«ace, and the whole country has 
thus been pitifully reconciled to 
the humtiiatious uf the Union, 
tty the accidental and collater- 
al ciriumstauces o| the war- What 
bas country bfen, but an ouilamlish 
term ir( the ardent contemplation of 
a large contract for beef and butter ! 
Patriotisn) had gone " to the Pigs," 
and *s the transtusiun of blood irom 
other animals, bas been said to re- 



aaingate, and ia«if;orate for a time 
the bumari system, so t^re has been 
an artificial plumpness and a forced 
vigour excited and kept u|) by the 
war demands, aad a supplementary 
paper currency, thrQWQ by fits into 
the circuiatiuu, merely at the dis< 
cretion uf individuals without a 
knowledge of what qviatitity the po* 
litical economy could perfectly as- 
similate, and convert to the uses of 
public hie. 

But peace, by bringing things 
nearer lo the natural demand and u- 
sual exchangeable valoeibat brought 
with it alarms and discontents. The 
forcing puujps which Kept artificial 
circulation at the highest possible 
level, and gave such ruiuoos facili- 
ties of credit, to speculation without 
capital, have found it necessary for 
their own safety, to cease working. 
While, this general revulsion is tak- 
ing place in our trade, and oar agri* 
culture, in rent, profits, aad pro- 
ducts of every kind, the war estab- 
lishiueut is stil continued iu Ire- 
land, the late reduction of the ge. 
neral ofiicers aiid staff being confin- 
ed to Qteat Britain, and the military 
depots are to be transferred to this 
country from Scotland. The sys- 
tem of taxation is also rapidly hast-, 
euiiig to a perfect assimilation with 
Great Britain ; and the late duties 
on timber, deals, glass, &c. have ex- 
cited the patriotism of ^the persong 
interested in the building trade, who 
wish to prove that goverqnieDt will 
lose as much by the loss of hearth- 
money and window-tax as they will 
gain by the laying on of such op, 
pressive duties. The merchants, 
manulacturtrs, atid bleachers of the 
liiieii iratie, ate also in ronch agita- 
tion. They petition in a iwoe/ strain 
of patriotic nfmonstranee, against 
the abolition of the transit duty of 
15 |)er cent, on foreign linens ex- 
ported froih„ Great Br|itain, The 
British merchants finding it much 
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their interest to assort their cargoes 
with German Knens for foreign mar- 
kets, and thus to make their ware- 
houses the depot for exportation, 
while the staple maAafactare of this 
country protected so long by the 
faith of treaties, and by the act of 
union, is to be made the sacrifice to 
the interest of a few export mer- 
chants of Britain. We shall see 
which of these interests will pre- 
ponderate, the Staple of the north 
of Ireland, or the spirit of mercan- 
tile monopolism. 

Ab I when Ireland lost her legis- 
}ative independence, she lost, at the 
same hour, the power of successful 
remonstrance. The unity v^hicb up- 
holds a country was then, we fear, 
forever broken into a nomber of lo- 
cal, partial, selfish interests, that 
call in vain for assistance beyond 
their narrow circles, and afTect to 
month the accents of pnblid spirit 
and national feelings, with6at obtain- 
ing ;fflach sympathy for sincerity, 
or much interest in their grievances. 
The common sensory is 'wanting 
which could feel injury oa any'i^art 
of the surface and hse the proper 
means of repeHing it. 

But lobking as we are at j!>re8ent 
obliged to do, not at the World 
through Britain, bat at Britain 
i;hrough the world, there is a con- 
fident hope, that a new order of 
things is approaching upon the con- 
tinent, whidi will, in no long time, 
influence the government, and per- 
haps rectify and reform that pro- 
scriptive politico*religiobs spirit, 
which actuates so great a part of 
Christian society in these illands. It 
will scarcely be possible, white each 
of the allied potentiiles is makihg 
concessions in favonr of civil and 
religious rights, ahil the political 
liberty of nations, that Creat Bri- 
tain can find it much longer expedi- 
ent to be singularly partmt and un- 
just, and to retain in the face of 



general example, tbat worst ofalP 
monopolies, (a monopoly of the best) 
of her glorious bonscitntion, gloriotts 
only by its diffused enjoyment ; a cim- 
stiiution which it is her true glory 
to have made a model for the iaiita- 
lion of her rival and her foe, and her 
perpetual shame to have witbhrid ia 
its whole extent (and without such 
extent it is but a gilded bauble) to 
have withheld this glorious gift, 
glorious ill the use, shameful ia 
its abuse, from her own subjects and 
fellow countrymen, who profess ttte 
very same religion of the mast of 
those potentates, beside whom Great 
Britain is nuw sitting in Congress, 
and taking rather than giving the 
law, that, in future, is toregulate the 
world. 

In Prussia, a reform is aboot to 
take place in church as well as state; 
and measures are taking " to give 
public worship new life and energy, 
by a revision of the Protestant litur- 
gy declared to be destitute of that 
aitrfulness and solemnity which, ii>- 
spiring and seizing on the mind, 
can elevate it to reRgious feelings 
and pious sentiments." For this' 
purpose, a select committee of the 
clergy is appointed to coiri|jare all 
the religious cerentonies of the fo- 
reign Protestaiit churches, and to 
produce the form of liturgy best caU 
culated to preserve purity of doc- 
trine, toexcite devotion, and to main- 
tain uniformity. Uaiformity ! the 
mode of disciplining religion b^ 
state regulation, and teaching men 
as in the present instance, to be de- 
vout by a sort of Prussian exercise. 
We look upon a government relig- 
iob, Whether Protestant or Catholic, 
a^ odiy a greater solecism in the 
history of society, than a govern- 
ment of philosophy, or a mode of 
directing our future Newtons how to 
study astronomy by an act of par- 
liament. But although we object in 
general, to any authoritatht mods 
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of prescribing the intercourse which 
a roan in tu hold with hi^ maker, we 
are sensible that social worship must 
require an uniformity, uml that in 
the services of the Protestant religion, 
there is wanting mach more of iKe 
heart, from which, indeed, all great 
thoughts as well as good feelings 
may be said to (low. Perhaps all 
liturgies, or sets of prayers, mustj at 
length pall by repetition, and be 
gotten by rote, rather than by heart, 
yet, notwithstanding, vie wish well 
to any change, vyhich in reforming 
the rites of pabiic worship, may re- 
animate persona) devotion, and help 
to recall the Christian world from 
the sanguinary profession of arnns, 
»pd pag^n idolatnry of the god of 
war; such an energetic and esseo- 
tial form of words, as might restore 
both sovereigns and subjects to ti)e 
republicanism of real Christianity, 
from the fanaticism of, intolerance in 
matters of religion, and in matters 
of ^te policy, from the subsiitution 
of the idol cxptdienc]/, instead of the 
divinity of justice. 

We do lament the re- establish- 
ment of the Inqnisiiion, and the res- 
toratioo of the Jesuits (obedient 
•* U9({ae ad nKirteni") as fearful 
measure^, manoeuvring to bring 
back the mental despotism of the 
dark ages, in place of the military 
despotism from which Europe is just 
bailinc its deliverance. The spirit 
of reformation will, we trust, always 
successlully counteract these papal 
innovaiiuiis, rhese usurpattons of the 
Roman court on ite.rigbtscf theCa- 
tfaulic church j and, indeed, we know 
not that any more opportune time erer 
occorrr-d of toiivertiiig the Catholics 
of Ireland frouj the errors and mo« 
dern abusQs of popery, and thus de- 
livering the nation from the ntt 
prepnring to be cast over it by a 
power wfak'h dreads tbeir eatraii;;e< 
nrieot into political, and ^erhapt by 
f}-(»pattiy, iato religioua freedom. 



To emancipate the Catholic, is to 
exile the Papist. It is to place the 
lover of his country in the full light 
of the constitution, and to banish the 
bigotted subject of a foreign tyran- 
ny into the dark mysteries of Je- 
sttitLsm, and the ceils of the loqui* 
sition. 

The commonweal of the world, 
and its future fortunes, appear at 
present lo depend on the decision 
of ibur great deliberative assemblies, 
the Congress of the United States, 
the Diet nf Norway, the Parliament 
of Great Britain, but above all, the 
Convention of Sovereign Powers at 
Vienna, Europe, for twenty years 
past, has concentrated history, in 
a number of striiciug and impressive 
facts, melancholy in the detail, but 
most instructive in the review, lo 
all ranka and orders of society. 
" Swe«t are the uses of adversity" 
to sovereigns as well as subjects, and 
perhaps there never would have 
been such a declaration promulgat- 
ed from Franktbrt, bad it not been 
for the conscqueqc^s of the Duke 
of Brunswick's mar>i(etta. The er> 
ron. Crimes, misfurtuuea, and ill- 
directed ends of former coalitions, 
have ,€ompeUed the potentates of 
Europe- at length into the right 
path, and they now begin |o see 
plainly that the power of the prince, 
ai>d the stability, of the state, de- 
pends upon an «#tepsion, and not 
a contraction of'tlje liberty, and 
in certain conseqiience, of the h»[>- 
pintiiS and prosperity of the people. 

As old cities constructed, origia- 
aity, witliuut any plan, cunststitig 
(>( narrostr crooked street*, and all 
kinds of buildings huddled together 
without order 9r design, wretchedly 
Calculated tiir^i^hout for public 
health, or |M|rate enjoyment, are 
olten e««iittiaUy purified, and per- 
fetted by what, at the time, is es- 
teemed tW freatest misfortune, au 
cutfaquake m a coiiQagratioii, rls- 
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tug from tbeir raint or their ashes, 
with oriiamented splendor, and 
^enefdl (itility. the effects of genius 
1^ desij^n, and grandeur in execu- 
tion ; so it will itCj we trast, that 
9f(«r tha ravage and devastation of 
revolutioQ. on the nenr gruuucl of 
the perfect consistency of sovereign 
power with popular liberty, the ar- 
cbiieuta of human happiness may 
construct soch a system of public 
law, such a grand metropolis of just, 
regular, aiid beneficial government, 
as will be adapted for the whole 
body of the inhabitants, wil)hout 
suffering tbe palace of any Nero tu 
encroach on tbeir rights, or to poi- 
son their enjoyments.'*' 



Thb petitions originating from the 
Frieuds of Civil and Religious Lib* 
erty are receiving signatures in 
maiiy place«, and measures are pur- 

• We are in the habit of recetring 
many scurriloiu anonymom letters, and 
we hereby inform the writers that they 
dre Dot cha^^ posuge, whoi openrd 
and ialpiediateif returned to the Oflce. 
A tef^ iiyi ago, we received ije inclo- 
sure of 2 Belfast News-Letter, which we 
looked over, ia a vain searcji o{ senie- 
thin^ new, after using the prudent prer 
caution of dratving o« our gkves, whick 
we practise ontselves, and recommend te 
others, before toocbiog any of the low- 
est tribe of Sctici publications. After 
tanging through the whole paper, we 
happened to stumble upon a little necejr 
•ary- oirner, which the Editor pleasjjpti'y 
calls, the Pottit ; and, there, t(» our great 
•nrpriae, in such a plate, wc-fbnod a very 
pretty prooiise of poetry^ eaciiled the 
Cave-hai. Perhaps, aftee. So maBy year*, 
we might have eipectwl that this itUl 
" unfledged Muse" woi^d Juve " summol 
her fsnions." But it b to be received 
*ith indulgence, a» alj feihiist, iil some 
ten years moire, of it»fiMtb«hg better. 
Poetry, like this, ia ipdet* * perpetual 
fenovatioa of hope, a wnf^fihum, n- 
"iral mdeed, but nature alw«y« at *e- 
<=Ond hand, nature' seen through the me- 
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suing to lay in an early claim on 
the meeting of Parliament, fur the 
much needed inquiry into the enor- 
mities of the Orange system. Jus- 
tice Fletcher, with that peculiar 
delicacy which becomes bis station 
as a judge, placed alooi in an ele- 
vated situation between the people 
and the government, silently receiv- 
ed the thanks of the meeting held 
at Belfast* with satisfaction, as a 



diam of books, by a mind thus prettitv 
paiitted 'and superficially coloured with 
poetic images, (like the green insect by 
the grass which sorrocnda it) bnt without 
any strong creative impressions in itself, 
and, therefore, without the power of 
making strong impressions upon others. 
'We fear that nature, thus beheld through 
^e of Moses's grost of green' spectacles, 
will never furoHh pMtrynuch more im- 
pressive than that of Blacklock, the blind 
bard of Scotland, l^et We wish to find 
ourselves mistaken ; and to see, in some 
years, this still juveitile votary of the 
Muses, sit down a fenoW''ccrmmoner at 
great Nattlrel bouAtiful ftast, and aot 
M6sfy his appetite for - Came merefy «a 
the " abject orts, and fractions" that are 
thrown to servitors from the table. 

* The centre room of the White-Liotn- 
Hallts, by a resolution of the cpqunittee 
4f the proprietors pf that b^ildiQg, to he 
l^ereafter closed ^aijjjt the meetings of 
t.he Srieu^s of Civil and tteli'giousLibertVt 
on the Aim^j preitxi, forsooth, lest O- 
tangemen should also meet there, h 
there no distinction between the <two.pai> 
ties, between raea leagued ag^ij^ (he 
Uvwti ap)] thq>e who are cogged iff a- 
erdsiag. t^ legal rights of pftitiooiag} 
3ut the instructions which uae ot the 
meipbers received un his visit to Ormeau 
must be cwnpHM'with, and independence 
mast be sacrificed to a simpering complai,- 
sance. As j«ooa,a^ it wa» k»(>w^ titac 
th* l4ttep-li»^l W<» no iuuger.op^ a|i 
^l^r WV imou^iately made of anetner 
public buil4''>gi in case of any more 
^cenngs being oecessary. Neither the 
frowns fior th* mandates of a Murciienaf 
will, be able io (Uprive the frieodf. of 
Qivil and. RcUgious iiibercjiipf a^^i^f^ 
of: meetipg, .ev*n in the ifHHfl at Sf)f4jif^ 
"ti^t.V} '^'l^.,■aiMl<i(ant;k>aere^w>aIMlW4. 
to proclaim their serviUty. 

s > 
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tribute to bis bononrable csertions. 
" As he is not to be deterred from 
a conscieatiousdischarge of bis duty 
by apprehensions ot ill grounded 
censure on the one hand, so ueitlier 
on the other does he desire the ap 
pearaace of courting public ap- 
plause." Sir Henry Parnell ia ac- 
knowledging the receipt of the re- 
sululioDS says, " It gives me great 
pleHsure to nud my conduct apftrov- 
ed of by the Friends ut Civil and 
Religious Liberty at Belfast, and 1 
sbail be very ba^jpy in attending to 
their new petition." 

The following letter baa been re- 
ceived from J. P. Grant, in answer 
to a letter accompanying the resala> 
tion of thanks. 

« Tit Daiiu, iy Gnntnim, If, B. 
" 18M Octoter, 1814. 
« Sir, 
•' I kave bad the honour on my return, 
aftsr a short abseoce from home, to receive 
yottr letter of the 2d instant, accompany- 
ing the reiolutiODs of a meeting of the 
Friends of Civil and Religious Liberty, 
and of Internal Pesue and Concord, held 
«t Belfast on the 19tb ultimo, in which 
they have done me the di^iaguisbed. hon- 
our of classing my name with those of 
persons deierving of their thanks for a 
constitutional care of Ireland. I cannot 
but be excesrively flattered by learning 
that my very humble efTortt should have 
been deemed worthy of notice. If it 
were powitde, coDsistently with his duty, 
for a representative of JUiy part of the 
British Empire to be inse.tsible to the 
iqteresta of Ireland, yet I have always 
thought that, so far as those of Great 
Britain arc concerned alone, it is by the 
mode in which Ireland is governed, that 
the prosperity and power of this island 
are to be advanced, or her greatest dan- 
gers incurred. I believe that ail men of 
sound understanding in Great Britam are 
of this opinion, and that little is wantiug 
but a more accurate knowledge of the 
actual state of Ireland. In this respect I 
am sensible of being myself, in common 
with others, miserably deficient, and I 
should fe^l much indebted for any infor- 
mation communicated to me rehttive to 
the actual etistence and extent of those 
oromstaiices of oturage altered in vin- 



dication of Mr. Psele's measure, and of 
the disinclination to do their duty attri- 
buted to witnesses and jurymen, as evinc- 
ed by the late assizes. 

" I have the honour to be, dr, yoiur 
most obedient humble servant, 

« J. P. Grant. 
*• r* Jchm Htmeui, Liiiun." 

The true friends to liberty advo- 
cate the cause of Catholic emanci« 
pation, aud the suppression uf the 
Oran{>e system, on the broad com- 
prehensive pticiples of religious free- 
doai, and of the right of alt sects to 
be placed oa an equal fooling : all 
protected but Done exclusively sup- 
poiteil by the state. Their aim is to 
amalgamate Protestants and Catho- 
lics Dotwkthstanding the difierence 
of cireeds. and to promote a friendly 
disposition to agree to differ. The 
plan of Orangemen is directly op- 
posite. They have their odious 
monopoly to support, and they teek 
to (fivide and keep the various class- 
es of the people asunder, so that 
they may profit by the state ot in- 
testine division. 

The Do-|>opery faction prove how 
little they are actuated by principle. 
Their likings and distjkings cliange 
with countries, and with circum- 
stances. They declaim against Ca- 
tholics in Ireland lesl ibeir monopoly 
of places and emoluiueDts should be 
injured, but they say little against 
the restoration uf the Inquisition, 
and the Jesuits, measures dreaded 
and reprobated by the liberal both 
among the Catht>lics and the Pro- 
tc^^tauis. This total want of CAo- 
sisieticy proves the hollow preteKtl 
ot' the one party, and shews that the 
t(ue friends of freedom, while they 
use every exertion to proiiiote a lib- 
eral tolerance towards others,' are 
yet not unmindful to express disap- 
prob<ition iif any establishmeut by 
which the cause of liberty may be 
injured, let it proceed from what- 
ever quarter it may. The British 
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government which affects to dread 
Catholic influence in Ireland, shew- 
ed tittle disposilion to aid the over- 
throw of the Inqiiisitinn when they 
had power in Spain. To aid ibeir 
views of ambition, and intciference 
on the continent, they a|)peared die- 
tirous to promote the re-esiablith- 
meilt of the papal temporal power, 
and even now would willingly in- 
trigue with the court of Rome to 
procure a veto on the appointment 
of Catholic bishops in Ireland. Thus 
through all the gradations, the no- 
popery men prove by their conduct, 
that they dispute not for the sake of 
religion, bat for (he possession of 
power. 

The Orange faction after having 
spent its force in the county of Ar- 
magh its native oource, breaks out 
with encreased violence in new situa* 
tioof. It has latterly shewn itself 
with much force at Belfast, and in 
many parts of the county ofDown. 
At the last Sessions at Downpatrick, 
three notorious Orangemen, were 
indicted for assaulting a serjeant and 
a recruiting party, whose coats were 
no protectioo from the fury of those 
loyal men, as the body was Catholic. 
One fled, and two were convicted, 
and sentenced to one month's i(n- 
prisonmenl ; both were from Kitli- 

leagb. One of the name of 

Torney is an Orange bravo, who 
foments every little affray into a par- 
^y quarrel, and is a great nuisance 
in that little town. Some Assizes 
back, he was tried for passing forg- 
ed notes, and altbou|>h acquitted 
Was buond ov^r to keep the peace, 
before he was discharged. 

There was at the same Sessions a- 
"other conviction of one Lindsey of 
plough, who wa^ one of the noted 
jury in the Kiikeel business at the 
last spring Assizes, for not executing 
* warrant on a brother Orange- 
Oao : be also is imprisoned. lu all 
tlieK triaU, much praise is da« to 



E. S. Rothven, for his firm, yet mild 
and moderate conduct. In the last 
trial, the prisoner managed his de- 
fence in so fla^iaiit a manner, that 
Eiirl Annesley took a decided part in 
puni^hin^ tlie cimvirt, in o|>pus.tloa 
to an attempt muile to screen him. 
A gross partiality exists in our news- 
paper press, either in a leaning of 
the editors, or in a corrupt bias of 
those who supply them with session 
intelligence. These trials werescarce- 
ly noticed in either of the two Belfast 
papers or in the Newry Telegraph. 
Had Thrashers been convicted, the 
changes would have been rung oo 
the dangerous diiitnrbances of the 
pui)lic peace, while- the outrages of 
the cherished Orange faction are ei- 
ther unnoticed, or passed over with 
the most lenient haiid. 

At page 334, will be found an ad- 
dress from Hugh Fitzpatrick, on his 
liberation from Newgate after bb 
imprisonment of 18 months. It is 
an intereUing document, and is de- 
serving the attention of our readers. 
The law of libel is a great blemish 
in our system of jurisprudence, and 
detracts most essentially from the 
merits of that constitution, which 
has absurdly, and in the spirit of 
vain-boasting been called the best 
in the world. Hui^h Fitzpatrick suf- 
fered lor pu'olishiiig in the way of 
his trade, a note in the Statemeot of 
the Penal Laws, reflecting on the 
Ifi&h government in the case of one 
Barry> who was said to have sutler- 
ed the punishment of death unjust- 
ly. The law of libel does not per- 
mit the troth of the assertion to be 
plea<led, and ciuiseqiieutly a coii- 
victHiit does ^oi vindicate the honour 
of the aspetxed, f>>r the libel may 
be true, noiwiibstandiiig a cunvic* 
tion be obtained, tven if the asser- 
tion be false, as it is now generally 
alluwed tu be m the present case, it 
may not be malicious, and tu 
this iastwnce no malice waapnv 
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fd on the part of Fitapatrick. 
Trie erri'iu^nus stHtemeut oiitshl to 
have been answered by a couiiter- 
sinienieiu throuj^hf liie medium of 
tie pre^s, as ilit-('rFSs may be made 
as «'fi';racinos in refotiiig as in pob- 
lishiiif! an etror. li instead ol the 
kgal fitlion, that a libel is a breach 
of the peace, and ttiat the greater 
the truth, the greater the libel, the 
truth or the lalsehood, (the latter 
coopJtil with malicidiis iiiieniimi,) 
«hoi;ld be constituted liie poiiil on 
which acquittal or coiivic-iioii should 
turn, then a conviction for a libel, 
would anionnl lo twelve nieii solemn- 
ly pronouncing an opinion that the 
prosecutor was unjusily slandered. 
Now according to the practice of 
this boasted constitution, a man may 
be punished, and y« the innocence 
of the prosecutor by no means es- 
tablished. Such an anomaly ought 
not to be soflered lo exist. 

Another meeting of the magis- 
tMtes af the county of 1 ipperary has 
been held. They adjourned with- 
out proclaiming more ot the coun- 
ty. Even the new police ma 
gis-.rate adniiiied, that notwithstand- 
iitg exagserated rumours, he looud 
the county lo be in a tjuiet state. 

3 he peatlemen of the Stock Ex- 
change have now a good opporiun 
ity to manifest, whether m their late 
prosecution of Lord Cochra/ic and 
others for llieir fraud ol the person- 
ated messeitj^er, they were actuated 
by a detestation of vice, or a dislike 
*l the ofliemler. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer sent au imiiretii mes- 
sage, litat a new loan would not be 
ifttuediately wanted on the meetiiig 
of pfKtiMnpni. Some of the know- 
ing OfiUs 'Contrived to obtain exciu- 
$iV»;3pMsession of this notitkation 
aMt availed themselves of it to take 
ill those who were not in the secret. 
JNIi Vansiitait, to say the bew, acted 
Viy iudiscreetly. atnd these gamb- 
Vinj^ men «f the Stock Exchangf, 



were a? guilty of ^ fraud as I/nd 
Cochrane and his tompanioii^i, 

As a trail of the ligh'cr kind in 
our domestic matmers, the crtdniity 
with which inanv persons received 
the report et a mennaid having been 
diivett. ashore on the coas^t at l^luiul 
Magee, proves the fund of creduJ- 
ity which this country ajfords. 'Vila 
hoax was told vvilti n.aiiy incredible 
citiumst?.ntts, which nilgUl have 
led to doubts, even if the ooo-exls- 
tcnce of such a fabled aimnal bad 
been less doubtful among naturalists. 
Crowds from Bf Uastaod the a(lja<:eiit 
country were dopes to the inipro- 
bahle story, and Qucked down to see 
this nion.sler of wild imai^inatioH, It 
is really lamt^filable to seaino little 
common sense in the ««unti'y. and 
such a proneness to believe in the 
marvellous, Where is the boasted 
illuiiiinaiio'n of ioleliect in the liJth 
ceulury ? Wantof due < uflitv anon 
of vtw ptiwers lead* to this so ready 
l>thefin wonders. Asa people ad- 
vunte in knowledge, they are less 
iitciined to believe on Jight grounds* 
They doubt, and doubts leid to cs.- 
amitiaiioi), and tttedctuction of po* 
pular errors. Tbo fVieiii y to be» 
lieve in mermaids iSj h»j»'ever, less 
criuiinal and less debasing (o the 
'\nUt\Ui-ly than the iavitlity, with 
which errors in polities, and .stories 
relating to public events are greitdily 
received, while «' the busk and all 
are swallowed without pause or 
choice." To be deceived . by the 
story of a mennaid, may render a 
man lair game to be laughed at tor 
his senseless credulity, but culhbiiity 
assumes a more pernicious sbapi*, 
when it leads a people, to give im- 
plicit conhdencie to all the tales of 
national gloties, and splepdid vic- 
tories, by which a nation is led on 
nearly to its ruin, as in the late war, 
and afi is now MJcpewfolly repealed 
in the present war KJth America, 
when deleat* are r«seiv^ 9» victor- 
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ies merely bi.cause the public venal 
prints " to fool the people to the 
op oC their bent," choose to call 
thfin so. Yet credulity is not ibe 
i>ri'wth of this country only. In 
^'r•otla^Kl they have their mer- 
riiaitls ; aii<l in France they have now 
gotten ihfcir story of a merman. 
A most nonsensical story of the ge- 
nius of Bonaparte, having been seen 
to force a conference with him be- 
fore his late fall, is now running its 
course through some uf the mi-re 
credulous of the public prints. This 
genius is called a red man, and yet 
tliis aerial being turns out to be only 
dressed in red clothes. A spirit 
dressed in material clothing, and 
forcing its way through the guards 
into Bonaparte's chamber ! To 
H'hat absurdities are the framers and 
believers uf marvels reduced, that 
they cannot even make out a story 
consistent with their own theory uf 
spiritual substances. Surely credu- 
lity is one not only of the follies, but 
oi'ihe vices of the age. /He acts the 
part of a: faithful monitor, who con- 
tributes his exertions to disabuse the 
Aoitd of «uoh pernicious follies, 
tvhich also lie at th« root of many 
uf our pupvlar vices. 

1 he. war with America appears to 
assume a character of more than usu 
al feiociiy on boiii sides. The A- 
mericdus <a the impolitic attempt to 
con(]uer Caiiada, as if they had not 
already sufiicieot territory, have 
l)een guilty of some excesses on the 
non-combatant iniiabitaiits. 'fheae 
excesses bave been retaliated in 
Biore ibaaadeqaate measure by the 
dashes of General Ross, and by the 
seizure of. mere hand iiie at Alexan- 
dria, if the latt«r was not, as is sus- 
pected by some, a trick of the in- 
habitants of that town to betray their 
country, and have their m«rchaa- 
dize conveyed CO England. Tbedes- 
troctioQ of the printing establish- 
ment of the If atiooat Iat«lligencer at 



Washingtun discovered a njeannees, 
a littlenes-s, and a cruelty, which 
might be expected is a bberticide 
war, and has its parallel inourawn 
country, when the Northern Star of- 
fice was wrecked in this town. The fa- 
therof Gales the proprietorof the Nv 
tional Intel I igencer.had beeo tfie pri«- 
terof a newspaper in ShefBeld,and in 
the days of perseciitioB against libefi 
ty was forced to fly frotii Eoglaod 
in 1794. Rear Admiral Cockbtwn's 
declaration against Gales for having 
given him some "hard knocks" in hif 
paper, proved that in this want«« 
destruction of properly, be was ac- 
tuated by tiie malignant motives of 
revenge. The hostility of such m«a 
to a free press is natural, ^ad raea 
are esposed by it, and. they dtilighii 
to wreak the vengeance, of little 
minds on it. The press throws a 
a strong light on evil doers. These 
" hate the light because theii" deeds 
are evil." Thfy cannot bear re- 
proof, which the honest are willing 
to receive a* a means to asstH them 
in correcting th«if errors. 

The conduct of General Ross io 
burning Washington, affords a fine 
coiiirast wj*h Alexauder saving 
Paris, BotWHthstandiog li)* provwca^ 
tions he bad received in tb« iniquit- 
ous invasion of It jssia. The gen«. 
ral h>is fatten 4 victim in his ati, 
tempt on Baltimore, to h's temerity, 
and his avante of fame, and ot' 
wealth. It IS fashionable to adopt 
the tone of lantentatiun over his fate. 
Fhilo.sophersand pbiiaQthrOf»ist«t#l(f 
far difiirent views of his c«i>d«e|^ 
They behold him led astray by t4« 
false glory of anus, and perb«py 
aioMiig to be another WeUiagtott in 
a new scene, regardless of A« m\nt 
eries be was inOicting on otters i» 
following his mad career of atrtli. 
tion. He faij^ and meets the falf 
he is madly eager to inflifet oiy*tlie<|. 
His last words are .said to be " My 
poor wifti," thtisrecoeMseodwgiMr 
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to the good natore and of en mi«tak- 
eii generosity of the naiioD. Alas ! 
how niany widows did he make in 
bis mad " dashes." Perhaps owing 
to the general erroneoaa ideas of 
taankind on ibis sohj<^ct, such a con- 
sideration never crossed his miud in 
iii^ dying nnoaients. 

" How long deluding phantom, wilt thott 

blind. 
Mislead, debase, unhumanize mankind ? 
Bid the bold youth, his headlong sword 

who drawl, 
Heed not the object, norinquire the cause: 
But seek adventuring like aa errant knight, 
Wars not his own, gratuitous in fight. 
Greet the goi'd field, then plunging thro' 

the fire 
Mow down bis m<n, with stupid pride 

expire. 
Shed from bis closinj^ eyes the fioish'd 

flame. 
And ask for all his crimes a deathless name? 
And when shall solid glory pure and 

bright. 
Alone inspire us and our deeds requite ? 
When shall the applause of men their 

chiefs pursue 
In just proportion to the good they doj 
On virtue's base erect the shrine of fame, 
tHefine her empire and her irill proclaim ? 
Alas I what Uurels ? where the lasting 

gain? 
A pompoos funeral on a desert plain ! 
The cannon's roar, the muffled drums 

proclaim 
In one short blast thy momentary fame. 
And some war minister per iiaaard reads 
is what far field the tool of placemen 

bleeds." 

Baatow. 

The British were repulsed at Hal- 
timore after getting within a mile 
and a halt of the town. They were 
forced to embark withouri accoiii- 
plishing their purpose, and Colonel 
Brotike pirudenily waited to date his 
d^Spat<4i^ on board bis ship, in 
which, like ihe foX in the fable, be 
k^kitowtedged the taking of Baiti- 
liiore would have cost too much 
tr«tit»fe. Hence he rejected the 
tioor grapes. Another defeat has at- 
teo^ied tbfe Brttisii Vtaa in Canada. 



By land they are driven from Platts- 
b'ur<;h, and four of their vessels are 
captured or destroyed on Lake Cham* 
pain. The contjoest uf the Ameri- 
ca plates is not foond so easy to 
achieve as some of our war-loving 
politicians sanguinely expected. 
Their le-establisbnient under the 
British <iOvernmeDt is Dot yet ac- 
complished. Many lives may be 
wasted, and son>e moie hundreds of 
millions may be added to the nation- 
al debt, to encrease the heavy bur- 
dens and miseries of these countries, 
and yet the States may maiataia 
their independence, and, hence the 
rage of many, their republican 
form of government. The sympath- 
ies of mankind usually go against 
the invadersof a country, unless when 
the demon of self-interest fires the 
bosom. British arrogance, from the 
late unexpected successes on the 
continent of Europe after twenty 
years blundering, is now at the high- 
est point of insolence. In America 
it hds not yet completely triumph- 
ed. All is not yet lost to the cause 
of liberty. That country may still 
be the asylum to the persecuted and 
overburdened of Eiirop^. 

Archibald Hamilton Rowan has 
shewn an instance ol practical pat- 
riotism in lowering his rents in con- 
sequence of the reduced prices of 
the produce of land. The kindness 
of his heart, and the benignity of 
his iiitentiuns, are strongly manifest- 
ed in this act, which will render 
htm additionally dear to the lovers 
of virtue, while the profligate and 
veoat may, on acc<M|iit of bis politi- 
cal conduct, euottnoe t» make bis 
name the object of their envenomed 
reproach. A man's character may 
be estimated from the men who are 
known to praise or censure him. 
Lavater has justly remarked, ''As 
yoor eneoties, an4 your friends, 
so are yon." The adwflates tor cor- 
rupiioa wilt b*i« tile coosistedt 
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friends of virtue. The censure of 
the bad, depreciating merit wbicb 
they will not imitate, is as honour- 
able as the praise of the good. 
Let bis enemies imitate his virtues 
before they can expect to have ttieir 
censures of him believed. He re- 
flects an honourable luMre on the 
cause of civil and religious liberty, 
which be so honestly advocates.* 

* KtDOCTION or KENTS. 

At a Meeting of the Tenantry who have 
lately taken Leases at advanced rents, 
from AacBiBALD Hamilton Rowan, 
Esq. of Killileagh Castle in the County 
of Down, held at Killileagh, on Mon* 
day, the 24th day of October, 1814, 



Resolved, That ou^ best thanks are 
due, and are hereby given, to Akchibalo 
Hamilton Rowan, .Esq. not so much 
for his unsolicited reduction of our rents, 
as for that patriotic liberality which induc- 
ed him to meet and share the distress of 
the day with his tenantry. We remember, 
with gratitude, that even in better times, 
he never adopted the oppressive system 
of exacting discounts on his rents ; ana 
whilst we recal to our rscuUection the 
Hon. Justice FlstcbiiR's enlightened and 
liberal exposition of the means by which 
the internal peace and concord of the 
country may be preserved, we venerate 
the man who has thus reduced it to prac- 
tice. To other landed proprietors we r«i 
commend both the advice and the exam- 
ple — " Go, y«, and do likewise!" 
Sigded by order. 

Jobs Cask, Chairman- 
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Gehtlxueh, 
TT was wHh great pleasure I read in your 
Magazine far last month, " An address 
delivered by Robert Grimsbaw, as Pre- 
sident of the Belfast Historic Society." If 
that society contain many such members 
as Mr. Grimshaw, I certainly think they 
*' will not tamely submit to be insulted by 
little tyrants." That society may do a 
great deal of good if the members do not 
confine all their ideas of patriotism within 
the walls of their >«nt. 1 have had the 
honour of being present at one of their 
ttteetiugs, and I thought the plan was uie- 
ful ; it acts as a stimulus to the members 
to read and understand the different ques- 
tions upon which they were called to de- 
'>^te. I sincerely hope when they are 
discussing questions relative to the sacred 
Wuse of liberty in the days of Cato and 
Aristides, they will recollect that there 
^c Occasions in their own times which 
*ould require them to act as Cato, and 
to resist the rapid downfall of liberty, 
whether it may be occasioned by de-ipo- 
"•m and arbitrary power, or by tlie 
*iich quieter, though tkt not U-ss certain 



means of urmptiim. Corruption destroys 
liberty at the very fountain head. Is it 
not astonishing that a nation should be so 
besotted as to pay money to corrupt them- 
selves ? 

In another, part of yo«r valuable publi- 
cation I peiceive that this society '*' nega- 
tived a motion for an address of thanks 
to Robert Tennent, esq. as their honor* 
ary member." The very handsome allu- 
sion to that gentleman In the speech pf 
Mr. Grimshaw makes it appear the more 
astonishing to me that they did negative 
such 3 motion, lam led to suppose there 
must liave been sooRe cither reason for the 
Historic gentlemen having refused to 
thank Mr. Tenneut than that which we, 
who are not behind the scenes, might 
suppose. I have always undrrscocd that 
the character of Mr. Tennent stood pre- 
emiticnt among his townsmen fur private 
virtue and public honesty, and I a>n sor- 
ry to supp<>se that the gentlemen of that 
society could so exclusively admire pat- 
riotism of old, as not to have any admi- 
ration left for a patriotic exertion in mo- 
dern times 80 near at home. They can- 
not be timid, for so far as I can judge, 
from being oue night amongst them, they 
appeu to have confidence tntugh in their 



